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RELEVANCE 

“Sustainable public procurement (SPP) is a process whereby organizations meet their 

needs in a way that achieves value for money and produces benefits for society, 

while minimizing damage to the environment.“ 

 

• 250 000 public authorities in the EU  

 

• Public procurement is responsible for 18% of GDP 

 

• The Dutch government:  

60 billion annually, 10 billion on a national level 
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SPP IN THE NETHERLANDS 
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6 clusters, 48 

product groups with 

SPP criteria 



BIODIVERSITY IN SPP 
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Source: Sustainable Public Procurement; a global overview, UNEP, 2013 



WHY FOCUS ON BIODIVERSITY? 

• Government as launching customer for sustainable technical  

innovation & innovative solutions 

 

Contributing to: 

o International, national and local sustainability objectives (biodiversity and other) 

o A reduction of the Total Cost of Ownership / Life Cycle Costs  

 Direct costs & Externalities 

o Influencing private and corporate buying behaviour  
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BIODIVERSITY IN SPP 
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Directive 2014: Most Economically Advantageous 

Tender (MEAT), LCC & Innovation partnerships 



BIODIVERSITY IN SPP 
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A focus on the supply/value chain, not just the final  

product 

 

For example: Corporate wear / other textiles 

Linkages to drivers of biodiversity loss 



BIODIVERSITY IN SPP 
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‘Biodiversity Heat map’ ….. Direct & indirect linkages to drivers of biodiversity loss 



BIODIVERSITY IN SPP 
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 !  !    ! 

 !  !  !  !  ! 

 !      !! 

Potential biodiversity impacts…..covered by SPP criteria (minimum/award/contract)?  

 = (partially) covered  ! = opportunities for improvement 



BIODIVERSITY IN SPP 
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CHALLENGES 
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Source: Sustainable Public Procurement; a global overview, UNEP, 2013 

Monetization of externalities related  

to biodiversity / ecosystems for  

Life Cycle Costing purposes 

“……. but can also include costs imputed to environmental externalities, 

such as pollution caused by extraction of the raw materials used in the 

product or caused by the product itself or its manufacturing, provided they 

can be monetised and monitored.”  



THANK YOU 

Wijnand Broer 

w.broer@crem.nl 

 

www.crem.nl 
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